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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

PA DRONE ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES 2024 ELLIE AWARD WINNERS  

(Pittston, PA-07 December 2024) The PA Drone Association is pleased to announce 

their 2024 Award winners for the individual, corporation, and educational institution 

that has helped elevate the drone industry in our commonwealth in a meaningful and 

significant way.  This is the third year for these awards, and our Community Relations 

Committee has decided to recognize:  

 

2024 INDIVIDUAL ELLIE AWARD WINNER 

Anthony J. McCloskey P.E. (PennDOT Director of Aviation)  

Whether participating on the stage at the Aerium Conference, in committees dedicated 

to advancing drone integration into the national airspace, or in front of the Pennsylvania 

legislature, Tony has been a fierce advocate for the advancement of drone technology in 

our state.  His positive approach to all things helped lead the recent collaboration 

between PennDOT and the PA Drone Association to introduce and highlight no less 

than 28 different industries that are deploying drones in an innovative and effective 

manner throughout the commonwealth.  His work, not just with the PA Drone 

Association, but with federal, state, and local officials has created a momentum for 

unmanned flight systems that is and will become the gold standard for aviation and 

further enhance Pennsylvania’s status as a leader in drone technology.   

 

2024 CORPORATE ELLIE AWARD WINNER 

Futurology, Inc. 

Founded by Valerii Iakovenko and Oleksandra Afanasieva, Futurology is creating the 

future of drones in the agricultural space. Though Valerii and Sasha share their 

incredible leadership as co-chairs of the PA Drone Association Agricultural committee, 

they generously share their hard-won experiences from farms in Ukraine with 

audiences throughout the United States and the world. Futurology is not only 

introducing the US to drone technologies in agriculture, but this company is creating 

viable models for entrepreneurs, farmers, and private industry to write the next chapters 

in how crops are to be planted, grown, and harvested in the future.  While many see the 
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enormous challenges emerging at the clash of farmer demographics and an exploding 

need for food around the planet, Futurology sees unimaginable opportunity.  The 

products, methods, and business practices are enlightening agricultural communities 

throughout Pennsylvania and the world to how farming will be conducted in the future.   

 

2024 EDUCATIONAL ELLIE AWARD WINNER  

Indiana University of Pennsylvania  

Under the leadership of Dr. John Benhart and his colleagues, IUP is educating and 

advancing the next generation of drone operators and innovators through their 

university’s GIS program.  More than just training their students to successfully 

complete the FAA Part 107 remote exam, IUP is demonstrating the real-world 

applications that drones are capable of now and challenging their students to consider 

the expanding roles unmanned aviation can play towards improving the quality of life 

throughout Pennsylvania.  Unlocking the power of successful collaborations with the 

PA Drone Association, AERIUM, Indiana County, and other aviation leaders, IUP is 

leading their students into a future that is not only exciting and “cool,” but that help 

solve the growing challenges of sustainability, workforce development, and economic 

viability for towns and communities throughout Pennsylvania.   

 

The PA Drone Association will celebrate the contributions of these awardees on 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 starting at 1:00pm in the Pennsylvania State Capital 

Building Rotunda.  Lunch and light refreshments will be served.  There is no admission 

fee, but we do request that you RSVP to jgd@elevatepa.net by December 11, 2024, so 

we can properly accommodate our guests.  For more information about the Ellie 

Awards and the PA Drone Association, visit us online at https://elevatepa.net or call 

association President, Dr. John G. Duesler, Jr. directly at 215-913-0569.   
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